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BANKS ESPERANZA CROWNED NATIONAL MATCH-RACING CHAMPIONS - 
 

TITLE GIVES TEAM STORYBOOK ENDING TO STELLAR YEAR 
 
At the beginning of the year, a modest captain harbored hopes of a perfect yachting 
season.  
 
And while not faultless, skipper Ian Mayers feels mightily proud – and justifiably so - 
about what Banks Esperanza achieved on the high seas in 2013.  
 
“This year, things really went into overdrive for us. The boat was consistently quick and 
the results were clear to see,” said Mayers.  
 
“In the final analysis, we could not have hoped for better. Hands down, this has been 
one of the most memorable spells of racing for Banks Esperanza.”   
 
The dream run began in March when Mayers and his crew captured the overall title at 
the Consumers’ Guarantee Insurance (CGI) Regatta. Two months later, they climbed the 
podium once again, finishing third at the Mount Gay Regatta in May, before finishing 
fourth overall – with a race win – at the Lucky Horseshoe Regatta in June.  
 
Later that month, Banks Esperanza went on to claim four race victories and the overall 
title at the First Citizens Investment Services Regatta, an event which doubled as the 
local J-24 Open Championships. 
 
The national champions then went on to claim their second victory in as many months, 
winning the Harris Paints Regatta in late July.  
 
“The first couple of regattas were very competitive but we were lucky to find our race-
pace early in the season,” said Mayers.  
 
“After we built up our speed on the water, it came down to reliability, sensible tactics and 
consistency, all of which came together for us this year.” 
 
Following the outstanding early season results, including a second place finish in the 
Jaguar/Range Rover Championship Series, Banks Esperanza was recently recognized 
with the coveted Shane Atwell Memorial Trophy as the Most Improved Team in local J-
24 yachting. 
 



	  

And just over a week ago, Mayers and his crew capped off a stellar year by winning the 
two-day United Insurance Match Racing Championships, their second national title of 
the year.  
“It was a very humbling experience to win the Shane Atwell Memorial Trophy. Shane 
was well respected by the sailing fraternity and he was an outstanding sailor and friend 
to me. The match-racing title was the icing on the cake,” said Mayers.  
 
Commenting on the results, Bernard Frost, group marketing manager of Banks Holdings 
Limited, said Esperanza and its crew could continue to rely on the company for support.  
 
“Esperanza’s commitment to excellence is a true representation of Banks Beer and we 
couldn’t have hoped for a more fitting tribute to the ‘Beer of Barbados’,” said Frost. 
 
“Ian and his crew are some of the most committed sailors out there and we wish them 
continued success in 2014.”  
 
With a solid racing programme now in place, Mayers is hoping for the same thing.  
 
“Though we were one point adrift of the overall title, this has easily been one of my most 
memorable seasons of yacht racing,” he said.  
 
“We have demonstrated that we are one of the top boats on the island and we are 
certainly looking forward to racing in 2014; it can’t come soon enough.” 
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For	  further	  information,	  please	  contact	  Group	  PR	  Manager	  Sophia	  Cambridge,	  227-‐6705;	  

233-‐6627;	  scambridge@thebhlgroup.com	  


